He opens with a consideration of zoonoses of which most parasitic diseases in man are examples; he considers malaria as a zoonosis and then outlines some of the changing patterns of disease in their relationship to the public health, life of parasites, parasitological establishments and great parasitologists. These are all subjects on which Professor Garnham is able to recount the story as one who has himself played a large part in its development, so that much of the account gains in vividness by being autobiographical. Moreover, in that during their lifetime he met many great parasitologists of the past he is able to tell their story with the piquancy that comes from personal exchanges and from following their activities. Nowhere is this more fascinating than in the account of Grassi's work on malaria. He discovered in 1898 'the kind of mosquito which transmits the human malaria parasite'. His work, done with beautiful detail, was described in a monograph dedicated to Patrick Manson. The 'friendly relations between Manson and Grassi may have been responsible for the rupture between Manson and Ross', one of the misfortunes which marred a glorious period in the history of tropical medicine.
As a factual account, as an autobiography, biography and history with great relevance to current concepts and their development, this book is a 'must' for those concerned with tropical medicine and parasitology. London: Lloyd-Luke 1971 So much has been written about anmsthesia for neurological surgery in the last ten years that any new book must either fill a gap left in the literature or adopt a different approach to the subject. In this latest book the authors have tried to achieve both these aims. The historical, pathological and physiological background to the subject is more extensively dealt with than is usual, and recent advances in the techniques for stereotaxic surgery, neuroradiological investigations and neuroleptanalgesia and antsthesia are described. The references to British and American literature are comprehensive and the authors acknowledge the help they have had from other anwsthetists who filled in their questionnaire on current practice. There is a useful appendix on drug nomenclature and a good index. The text is well set out and easy to read, although the photographs show so much detail that the salient features are not always clear. The chapter on head injury is valuable but more space might have been given to first-aid measures at the site of accident.
While it is a pity that the authors with their wide experience do not state which of the many anavsthetic techniques and drugs they use in their own practice, there is no doubt that this book provides a full review of the present position of anesthesia for neurological surgery in the British Isles and will be of value to those starting the subject and working for examinations. ROBERT Any psychiatrist worth his salt should cogitate from time to time on the cause of the major psychoses which occupy so much of his clinical time. This is particularly so when basic research into brain mechanisms is advancing to the point when research applied to the etiology of the psychoses might well bear fruit. Certainly a lot of clues are being thrown up which seem to bear a relationship to each other. As Kety says in his introduction, the value of this book lies in its being a representative exposition of current hypotheses and research, written by men who are advocates of the hypotheses or significant contributors to the research.
The a2 globulin theory of schizophrenia, with itsrelationship to lactate/pyruvate metabolism, cell membrane disturbances and a possible autoimmune disorder, is well described in chapters by Gottlieb and the Detroit workers, by Heath, and by Snezhevsky and Vartanyan from Moscow who also emphasize the importance of clinical phenomenology and their finding of a relationship between the biochemical changes and the clinical forms and stages of the schizophrenic illnesses. Bourdillon gives a first-class account of the catecholamine hypothesis and DMPE, and other chapters cover periodic psychoses (Jenner), somatically determined psychoses (Brune), indoleamines (Himwich) and psychotomimetics (Fujimori and Alpers). For the affective disorders Schildkraut has assembled his usual well argued and documented account of the catecholamine hypotheses, and this is followed by Himwich giving a clear account of the argument for the indoleamines being important in their etiology. Gibbons on steroids and Durrell on electrolytes provide two other chapters which are equally complementary.
Each author gives a short historical introduction leading up to the present state of knowledge and in many cases an addendum with
